
	  

Early	  Journal	  Content	  on	  JSTOR,	  Free	  to	  Anyone	  in	  the	  World	  

This	  article	  is	  one	  of	  nearly	  500,000	  scholarly	  works	  digitized	  and	  made	  freely	  available	  to	  everyone	  in	  
the	  world	  by	  JSTOR.	  	  

Known	  as	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content,	  this	  set	  of	  works	  include	  research	  articles,	  news,	  letters,	  and	  other	  
writings	  published	  in	  more	  than	  200	  of	  the	  oldest	  leading	  academic	  journals.	  The	  works	  date	  from	  the	  
mid-‐seventeenth	  to	  the	  early	  twentieth	  centuries.	  	  

	  We	  encourage	  people	  to	  read	  and	  share	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  openly	  and	  to	  tell	  others	  that	  this	  
resource	  exists.	  	  People	  may	  post	  this	  content	  online	  or	  redistribute	  in	  any	  way	  for	  non-‐commercial	  
purposes.	  

Read	  more	  about	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  at	  http://about.jstor.org/participate-‐jstor/individuals/early-‐
journal-‐content.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

JSTOR	  is	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  academic	  journals,	  books,	  and	  primary	  source	  objects.	  JSTOR	  helps	  people	  
discover,	  use,	  and	  build	  upon	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  content	  through	  a	  powerful	  research	  and	  teaching	  
platform,	  and	  preserves	  this	  content	  for	  future	  generations.	  JSTOR	  is	  part	  of	  ITHAKA,	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  
organization	  that	  also	  includes	  Ithaka	  S+R	  and	  Portico.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  JSTOR,	  please	  
contact	  support@jstor.org.	  



CCXXXVl JOURNAL OF THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Extract of a Letter from H.E. the President of the Argentine 
Republic, Don Bartolome' Mitre1, to Mr. Bollaert. 

Buenos Ayres, February 24, 1804. 
" It is quite true, as Major Rickard has informed you, that I am 

occupied on a work relative to the Indians of this portion of America. 
A commission has been employed for some time in this interesting mat? 
ter. The moment the work is completed, I shall have great pleasure 
in sending you a copy. I am much obliged for your kind offers to 
forward me what I may require on the subject of anthropology, par? 
ticularly as regards the new school you belong to. I have read with 
great pleasure the contents of No. 2 you sent me of your Anthropolo? 
gical Society of London, in which I found much curious and inter? 
esting information, particularly as regards South America." 

Mr. W. W. Boreham, F.A.S.L., exhibited a human skull found, 
with about twenty others, in cutting the Great Eastern Railway be? 
tween the third and fourth barrows at Bartlow Hills, Essex. In the 
short communication which accompanied the skulls, Mr. Boreham 
stated that the skeletons were found, as nearly as he could ascertain, 
at the foot of the third hill, about two or three feet from the surface, 
and the situation is such that doubt may be entertained whether the 
hill was not raised after the bodies had been buried, and partly on the 
place of their interment. 

Thanks were given to Mr. Boreham for his communication. 
A paper was then read by W. Bollaert, Esq. : " On the Pala30- 

graphy of the New World." [This paper will be inserted in the 
Memoirs.'] 

The President said he felt sure the meeting would be happy to 
return their thanks to Mr. Bollaert for his very elaborate and interest? 
ing paper, and he regretted that some portions of it had been neces? 
sarily omitted in the reading on account of their length. It was a 
paper that required to be carefully read and studied, and he thought it 
would be better to adjourn the discussion of it to a future evening, 
when they should be able to do it more justice. 

Mr. Reddie observed respecting that part of the paper in which the 
author regarded language not as a natural gift to man but that it was 
invented by him, that he could not understand how that could be pos? 
sible. It was very difficult to arrive at any proof on the subject, but 
experience affords no instance of the pure invention of even a word 
of any kind that was not borrowed directly or indirectly, or made up 
from some existing word. We adopt words and modify them, but we 
know nothing of the pure invention of a word, and it was difficult to 
know how a word could originate without some antecedent. He 
should like Mr. Bollaert to explain logically what he meant. 

Mr. Bollaert said he had arrived at that opinion in common with 
most philologists, who believed that the different races of men had 
invented the languages they spoke. Those who had lived among 
Indians must have known that they had a very scanty power of 
language, and that they acquired such words as they have principally 
from the imitation of natural sounds. Thus the sound of falling 


	Article Contents
	p. ccxxxvi

	Issue Table of Contents
	Journal of the Anthropological Society of London, Vol. 2 (1864), pp. i-iv+i-cccii
	Front Matter [pp. i-ccl]
	Report on the Anthropological Papers Read at the Newcastle Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, in August and September, 1863 [pp. i-vi]
	Note upon the Opening of a Kist of the Stone-Age upon the Coast of Elgin [pp. vi-xi]
	Indian Tribes of Vancouver's Island [pp. xi-xiv]
	On the Negro's Place in Nature [pp. xv-lvi]
	On Crystal Quartz Cutting Instruments of the Ancient Inhabitants of Chanduy (Near Guayaquil in South America) [pp. lvii-lxi]
	Notes upon the Discovery of Mammalian Bones Cut and Sawn by Implements of Flint at Audley End (Essex) [pp. lxi-lxiii]
	On Some Arrow-Heads and Other Implements of Quartz and Flint from the Bin of Cullen (Elginshire) [p. lxiv]
	On Some Flint Arrow-Heads from Canada [pp. lxiv-lxv]
	On the Vitality of the Black Race, or the Coloured People in the United States, According to the Census [pp. lxv-lxxiii]
	First Annual Report of the Anthropological Society [pp. lxxiv-lxxx]
	The President's Address [pp. lxxx-xcv]
	The Extinction of Races [pp. xcv-xcix]
	On the Extinction of Races [pp. xcix-cxiii]
	Some Remarks on the Construction of the Upper Jaw of the Skull of a Greenlander [pp. cxiv-cxv]
	On Anthropological Desiderata, Considered with Reference to the Various Theories of Man's Origin and Existing Condition, Savage and Civilised [pp. cxv-cxxxv]
	On Some Pre-Historic Dwellings in Ross-Shire [pp. cxxxv-cxxxix]
	On the Alleged Peculiar Characters, and Assumed Antiquity of the Human Cranium from the Neanderthal [pp. cxxxix-clvii]
	The Origin of Human Races and the Antiquity of Man Deduced from the Theory of "Natural Selection" [pp. clviii-clxxxvii]
	Notes on Some Ethnographic Casts, etc. [pp. clxxxviii-clxxxix]
	On the Domber [pp. clxxxix-cxci]
	On the Place of the Sciences of Mind and Language in the Science of Man [pp. cxcii-ccviii]
	Notes on the Capabilities of the Negro for Civilisation [pp. ccix-ccxvi]
	On the Universality of Belief in God, and in a Future State [pp. ccxvii-ccxxii]
	On Hybridity [pp. ccxxii-ccxxix]
	On Skulls from Annabom, in the West African Seas [pp. ccxxx-ccxxxi]
	[Comments on]: The Two Principal Forms of Crania amongst the Early Britons [pp. ccxxxi-ccxxxiii]
	[Letter from P. Broca] [pp. ccxxxiv-ccxxxv]
	Vienna Imperial Academy of Sciences.--Meeting, March 17th, 1864 [p. ccxxxv]
	Extract of a Letter from H.E. the President of the Argentine Republic, Don Bartolomé Mitré, to Mr. Bollaert [p. ccxxxvi]
	[Exhibition of a Human Skull] [p. ccxxxvi]
	[Comments on]: On the Palaeography of the New World [pp. ccxxxvi-ccxxxvii]
	On the Precautions Which Ought to Have been Taken to Ensure the Health of British Troops, Had any Been Sent to Copenhagen [pp. ccxxxvii-ccxlix]
	On the Kirkhead Cave, near Ulverstone [pp. ccli-ccliv]
	On Human Remains from Peterborough [pp. ccliv-cclv]
	On the Alleged Introduction of Syphilis from the New World. Also Some Notes from the Local and Imported Diseases into America [pp. cclvi-cclxix]
	Extreme Hypertrophy of the Skull [pp. clxx-cclxxii]
	On a Jaw from Buildwas Abbey, Co. Salop [pp. cclxxii+cclxiii]
	On Human Remains from Kent's Hole, near Torquay [pp. cclxiii-cclxv]
	On Human Remains from a Bone Cave in Brazil [pp. cclxv-cclxvii]
	[Letter to the Society Regarding Basque Crania] [pp. cclxviii-cclxxiii]
	The Negro in Relation to Civilised Society [pp. cclxxiv-ccxc]
	Back Matter [pp. ccxci-ccxcii]



